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Sept. 28, 1993
LOCAL TEACHERS PARTICIPATE IN UM’S MONTANA WRITING PROJECT 
MISSOULA -
Eighteen elementary and high school teachers from throughout the state participated in the 
Montana Writing Project this summer at The University of Montana.
Participants in the annual summer program use computers to write, revise and edit. They 
also discuss ways to teach writing in different subjects. After completing the four-week program, 
the teachers return to their school districts and share their new ideas with colleagues, work on 
curriculum development and participate in in-service programs.
Participants in this year’s Montana Writing Project, held June 14-July 9, include: Paula 
Grier, a third-grade teacher at Arlee Elementary School; Gerald Parson, an English and journalism 
teacher at Arlee High School; David Charpentier, a high school English teacher and newspaper 
adviser at St. Labre Indian School in Ashland; Paula Nisley, an English teacher at St. Labre Indian 
School in Ashland; Rusty Swingle, a speech and drama teacher at Bozeman High School; Larry 
Singleton, an English and Spanish teacher at Browning High School; Michael Christensen, an 
advanced placement teacher at Columbia Falls High School; Rebecca Vinton, a fourth-grade 
teacher at Frazer School; Deborah Fleming, a fifth- and sixth-grade teacher for the Geyser School 
District; Doug Schoonover, a language arts teacher at Havre Middle School; Renata Birkenbuel, a 
substitute English teacher in the Missoula area; Mary Jane McAllister, a seventh-grade English 
teacher at C.S. Porter School in Missoula; and Carol Thurlkill, a speech coach for Hellgate High
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School in Missoula; Lyle Olsen, a first-grade teacher at Pablo Elementary School in Ronan; Janine 
Danielson, a sixth-grade teacher at Westside Elementary School in Sidney; Lynette Mikkelsen, a 
math and science teacher for S t Ignatius High School; Sherrill Dolezilek, a Chapter One teacher at 
Townsend Elementary School; and Darcy Acord, an English teacher for the Whitehall Public 
Schools.
The Montana Writing Project is directed by UM English Professor Beverly Ann Chin, with 
English Professor Richard Adler as co-director. Other 1993 project instructors were Carolyn Lott, a 
UM visiting assistant professor of curriculum and instruction, and French town High School 
English teacher Rich Unruh.
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